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This book introduces the concept of hazards as part of the earthâ€™s natural systems, in contrast to

"disasters," which occur at the intersection of the built and natural environments. The authors

emphasize choices made by society that either increase or diminish our level of vulnerability to the

impacts of hazards and discusses the role of the emergency manager in how these choices are

made and acted upon. The book defines key concepts including mitigation, preparedness,

resilience, and vulnerability, and explains the role of the emergency manager in putting these

principles into practice.
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Very informative

This comprehensive and well-written book makes a compelling case for local, state, national and

international efforts to plan and prepare for inevitable hazards in order to prevent disasters. The text

systematically addresses a host of hazards from climate change to terrorism, presenting strategies

for hazard mitigation, adaptation and resilience. The roles and responsibilities of federal, local and

state governments, communities and the private sector in preparedness and response are clearly

explained. The book is peppered with fascinating and instructive examples and illustrations. The

style is consistent, engaging and very readable. The authors are very attentive to the needs of the

learner - each chapter includes brief self-check exercises, a helpful summary, key terms, review

questions and creative suggestions to the reader to apply the information s/he has learned. They



have succeeded in writing a highly informative and useful text that will appeal to planners,

emergency professionals, students and the general public seeking information about hazards and

disasters.
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